may prove to be a thinly veiled insult — as 
when Linnaeus spitefully named the 
smelly little weed Siegesbeckia after 
Johann Siegesbeck, a St. Petersburg 
academician with whom he quarrelled. 

More than likely the name will be 
mispronounced. Many mispronunciations 
and mispellings, hallowed by long 
usage, are now beyond rescue, but one or 
two have succeeded in staging a come- 
back. Aubrieta — after Claude Aubriet, 
the great French botanical artist — is 
gradually recovering its correct spelling, 
and the pronunciation ‘orbreesha’ is on 
the way out. Dahlia (to rhyme, roughly 
with ‘failure’) is doubly silly in that there 
is also a plant named Dalea, but although 
somebody writing in 1836 condemned it as 
‘an ignorant conceit, a piece of affected 
Cockneyism’, it is here to stay. To avoid 
confusion The RHS Dictionary of Garden- 
ing recommends a short ‘a’ in Dalea; so 
that any association of the plants with Dr. 
Dahl and Dr. Dale is now lost. The 
Germans, for some strange reason, call 
the dahlia “‘Georgine’’, after Professor 
Georgi of St. Petersburg; and there is a 
poem about the flower by Hermann von 
Gilm, beginning ‘Warum so spat erst, 
Georgine?’ (‘Why so late, Dahlia?’), 
which an innocent English translator has 
taken to be an inquiry as to why a girl of 
that name has kept poor Hermann 
waiting. 

To call Camellia ‘cameelia’ seems 
crazy, and rather hard luck on Georg 
Kamel (or Camellius), a Moravian 


Jesuit; but so widespread is this pronunci- 
ation, and the consequent misspelling, 
that Sir Sydney Cockere!! once won a 
penny in Kew Gardens off Archbishop 
Lang, who had wagered that the word had 
only one ‘I’. 

With Churchillian abandon we reck- 
lessly anglicize many plant names or 
otherwise maltreat them. Kniphofia, after 
the German Professor Kniphof, should be 
pronounced exactly as it is written — ‘k’ 
and all—and not ‘nifoffia’; and why should 
not Choisya — after a French-Swiss, M. 
Choisy — be pronounced ‘shwuzia’? We 
might at least try. Then there are those 
‘e’s in names such as Stokesia, elwesii or 
carlesii; why should Mr. Carles, our 
erstwhile consul in China, have his 
Viburnum called ‘carleesii’? Furthermore, 
the Americans, I find, have now opted for 
Forsythia with the ‘y’ made into a short ‘i’ 
Poor William Forsyth! The Germans 
would no doubt call the Bluntia ‘bloontia’. 

Botanical nomenclature is, I well 
know, a thorny subject, and some botan- 
ists do have such awkward names that 
there is really nothing one can do about 
them. Yet occasionally even the ugliest 
produces a surprising euphony. How 
many people, I wonder, know that the 
Buddleia honours the memory of the Rev. 
Adam Buddle, a dull but conscientious 
seventeenth-century Essex rector so be- 
sotted with mosses that he was dubbed 
‘the top of the moss-croppers’! 
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